
Overview of California Education Code and Title 5 

California Education Code serves as the foundational legal framework for education in the 
state. It outlines the laws governing various educational institutions and programs, 
including K-12 schools and higher education. 

Title 5, on the other hand, is part of the California Code of Regulations. It provides specific 
regulations and guidelines that implement the laws established in the Education Code, 
particularly focusing on community colleges and state-funded educational programs. 

 
Key Differences 

Aspect California Education Code Title 5 Regulations 

Purpose 
Establishes legal framework for 
education 

Provides specific implementation 
guidelines 

Scope Covers all educational 
institutions 

Primarily focuses on community 
colleges and state-funded programs 

Authority Enacted by the California 
Legislature 

Approved by the California 
Community College Board of 
Governors 

Compliance Sets broad legal requirements Details specific compliance 
measures and standards 

 
Implementation and Compliance 

• Title 5 regulations must align with the mandates of the Education Code. 

• Changes to Title 5 can be proposed by constituent groups within the California 
community colleges, ensuring that the regulations remain relevant and effective. 

• The California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office is responsible for the 
implementation and compliance of Title 5 regulations. 
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