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In a grand finale to the college’s year-long celebration of its 95th anniversary, San Bernardino 
Valley College, in partnership with the San Bernardino Symphony, held its first-ever SummerFest 
on July 2, 2022. The event served as a fitting conclusion to an exciting Spring 2022 semester, 
which had featured the first in-person Commencement ceremony since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began in 2020, and as a special treat for the campus and surrounding community.

Spearheaded by SBCCD board clerk Dr. Anne L. Viricel, who serves as the executive director of 
the celebrated San Bernardino Symphony, and SBVC’s interim president Dr. Scott W. Thayer, the 
event was built around the symphony’s annual summer concert series. In addition to bringing 
the symphony’s sizable regular audience to the college campus, it showcased the campus to 
the community during the start of the summer season in a way that had never been done 
before. Over 2,500 visitors streamed in to SBVC’s stadium for fun, food, fireworks and the live 
Independence Day-themed concert by the San Bernardino Symphony. Conducted by Maestro 
Anthony Parnther, the concert featured vocalists Laura Dickinson and Ashley Faatoalia and 
concluded with a synchronized fireworks show that lit up the night sky above the Stadium. In 
addition to food and games, visitors were provided with information about enrollment and 
registration throughout the event, with Blue the Wolverine making a special appearance to 
encourage prospective students to enroll. 

“What an honor to partner with the San Bernardino Symphony in such a historic way to showcase 
our campus to our students, employees and community,” said Dr. Thayer. “Everything about this 
event was monumental: from the musical selections, to the fireworks display, to the location 
inside our state-of-the-art Stadium. I cannot think of a more fitting way to commemorate our 
college’s 95th year of service to the greater San Bernardino Valley. We are absolutely thrilled 
with the level of interest and positive feedback we received from attendees and hope that 
SummerFest becomes a permanent tradition on our campus for many years to come.”

SUMMERFEST 2022
BRINGS COMMUNITY 
BACK TO CAMPUS



A new program in California is aiming to help 
build pre-med pathways through community 
colleges in regions that need physicians and to 
diversify the medical workforce. UC Riverside 
medical school will partner with three community 
colleges. Its program will recruit about 60 scholars 
per year from the three community colleges and 
provide personalized support for each scholar, 
including advising, academic enrichment, 
mentorship, professional development workshops 
and internships. Selected students will participate 
in the medical school’s Future Physician Leaders 
summer program in their first year to gain core 
academic and social skills. The following summer, 
program participants will attain professional 
experience at one of the community-based 
organizations partnering with the medical school.

San Bernardino Valley College students embraced 
their creative sides during a recent Coffee & Canvas 
event hosted by Student Health Services. 

Coffee & Canvas was held in the Student Health 
Services building, which is open to Wolverines for 
almost all health and mental health concerns. It 
was “intended to be a fun, playful way to engage 
students with the intention of connecting them with 
resources and services that are available through 
student health,” Kindra Davenport of Student Health 
Services said.

The pandemic has upended lives, and Davenport 
said many students are having a “difficult time 
reintegrating back into life,” leading to higher 
instances of depression, suicidal ideation, anxiety, 
and PTSD. Wanting to hold an event that was “light, 
playful, and fun, with the intention of reducing stress 
and anxiety in our student population,” Davenport 
came up with the idea for Coffee & Canvas. Fourteen 
students participated, spending their morning 
painting canvases while sipping coffee.

“It was awesome to see students laughing, painting, 
and being playful,” Davenport said. “To my surprise, 
this was the first time any of the students in attendance 

have ever had the opportunity to paint a canvas. That 
was so shocking to me. Art and play are not just for 
kids. Adults benefit tremendously when they can let 
loose and work on something creative and fun.”

Art is also a “really great way to process big things,” 
Davenport continued. “Children process all their 
conflicts through art and play, and adults would 
benefit if they learned to do the same.”  

Coffee & Canvas was a success, and not just because 
all of the chairs were filled and students were able 
to go home with a new piece of art. The event was a 
reminder that SBVC students have health and mental 
health resources available if needed, provided by 
faculty and staff that supports them.

“I think we are all going through something, and what 
has made this pandemic so difficult is the lack of 
community and social support,” Davenport shared. 
“That said, I wanted to be intentional about helping 
students connect not only to the resources here 
on campus but to other students and the campus 
community. Life was not meant to be lived alone. We 
are meant to be in nature and in community with 
others.”

HIGHLIGHTS

San Bernardino Valley College is offering several new 
programs, transfer degrees, and certificates starting this 
fall, as the institution continues to fulfill its mission and 
commitment to providing high-quality education and 
innovative instruction to a diverse community. 

The new certificates are: Audio Broadcasting Certificate 
of Achievement; Automotive Clean Vehicle Technology 
Certificate of Achievement; Business Workplace 
Essentials Certificate of Completion (noncredit); 
Career Essentials for the Business World Certificate of 
Completion (noncredit); Commercial Driver’s License 
Orientation and Training Certificate of Achievement; 
Practical Entrepreneurship Certificate of Completion 

(noncredit); and Video Broadcasting Certificate of Achievement.

There are also three new transfer degrees: Child and Adolescent Development Associate of Arts Transfer 
Degree; Global Studies Associate of Arts Transfer Degree; and Social Justice: Ethnic Studies Associate of 
Arts Transfer Degree. These degrees are intended for students who plan on transferring to a California State 
University campus to earn a bachelor’s degree in child and adolescent development, global studies, ethnic 
studies, or similar majors.

SBVC PARTNERS 
WITH UC RIVERSIDE 
MEDICAL SCHOOL

SBVC OFFERING NEW 
CERTIFICATES AND 
TRANSFER DEGREES 
THIS FALL
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SBVC’S STUDENT HEALTH 
SERVICES HOLDS COFFEE & 
CANVAS EVENT 
TO REDUCE  
STUDENT STRESS



NO FIRST-YEAR TUITION FOR 
SBVC TRANSFER STUDENTS 
IN NEW PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF 
REDLANDS
The Redlands Promise, a collaboration between San Bernardino Valley College and The Redlands Promise, a collaboration between San Bernardino Valley College and 
the University of Redlands, will allow eligible students transferring from SBVC to the University of Redlands, will allow eligible students transferring from SBVC to 
waive tuition for their first year at the university beginning in the 2022-23 academic waive tuition for their first year at the university beginning in the 2022-23 academic 
year.year.

SBVC and the University of Redlands will team up to expand opportunities for SBVC and the University of Redlands will team up to expand opportunities for 
admitted transfer students to participate in undergraduate pathway programs.admitted transfer students to participate in undergraduate pathway programs.

Interim SBVC President Dr. Scott W. Thayer celebrated the initiative, which is also Interim SBVC President Dr. Scott W. Thayer celebrated the initiative, which is also 
open to Crafton Hills College (CHC) students in Yucaipa, Calif. open to Crafton Hills College (CHC) students in Yucaipa, Calif. 

“The University of Redlands is a phenomenal institution and we are proud to send “The University of Redlands is a phenomenal institution and we are proud to send 
Valley College graduates there to complete their education,” Thayer said. “We thank Valley College graduates there to complete their education,” Thayer said. “We thank 
the University of Redlands for this partnership to support our students and make the University of Redlands for this partnership to support our students and make 
access to higher education more equitable for all in our community.”access to higher education more equitable for all in our community.”

To qualify, students must transfer from SBVC and be eligible for Cal Grant A or B. To qualify, students must transfer from SBVC and be eligible for Cal Grant A or B. 
Students will receive funding for their following years of enrollment at the rate of Students will receive funding for their following years of enrollment at the rate of 
their first year’s tuition under the Redlands Promise. Students must maintain full-time their first year’s tuition under the Redlands Promise. Students must maintain full-time 
enrollment to remain eligible for the Cal Grant.enrollment to remain eligible for the Cal Grant.

The guarantee does not cover the cost of fees, room, board, books or supplies. The guarantee does not cover the cost of fees, room, board, books or supplies. 
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FIRST COHORT OF
WATER INDUSTRY
PROGRAM 
GRADUATES

SBVC’s First Year Experience program held 
its first in-person Summer Bridge in July, 
allowing the newest cohort of Valley-Bound 
Commitment students to connect with 
SBVC counselors and staff and learn more 
about the campus before beginning classes 
this fall. 

Over 100 students participated in the 
bridge and had an opportunity to connect 
with each other and campus personnel to 
prepare for life as a fully-equipped college 
student.

“This was a wonderful opportunity for our 
counselors and staff to meet our incoming 
students,” said Sharaf Williams, Director 
of First Year Experience. “We have so 
many great programs available to help 
our students thrive in the post-pandemic 
space, and it is fulfilling to see our students 
making those connections now.”

SBVC’s outreach team donated over 
1,000 backpacks to San Bernardino City 
Unified School District for its second 
annual Back to School Extravaganza. 

On July 21, the outreach team attended 
the event to distribute the backpacks and 
provide enrollment information to future 
Wolverines and their families. The event 
drew over 1,500 attendees. 

Also present were representatives from 
SBCUSD, who provided information on 
the district’s English-learner programs, 
after-school programs, special education 
services, student wellness and support 
services and more. 

Congratulations, SBVC!

In June, SBVC, IEWorks and the Inland 
Empire Black Workers Center celebrated the 
inaugural class of the Water Industry Pre-
Apprenticeship program. 

In March, SBVC partnered with the Inland 
Empire Black Workers Center to provide a 
pathway for individuals seeking a career in 
water and wastewater management. Part 
of the pre-apprenticeship included taking 
a water industry class at SBVC, a 10-week 
course led by the IE Black Workers Center 
that provided college credits, OSHA safety 
certification, math prep, and leadership 
training as well as tours of water agencies.

Fifteen students completed the inaugural 
program. 

Congratulations to the 15 pre-apprenticeship 
scholars and their families!

The SBCCD Asian Pacific Islander 
Association made history in May by 
organizing a series of events for API 
Heritage Month, a first in SBVC history. The 
events, from movie nights to discussions, 
highlighted the “voices of activists, the 
LGBTQIA community, young voices, 
experienced voices, and voices from 
our own SBVC community,” according 
to SBCCD API Association President 
Bethany Tasaka. Some of the events 
included “Educational Equity and Justice” 
with Dr. Daniel Soodjinda and “Out of 
the Closet and into Academia” with Dr. 
Dhruv Khurana. The API Association is 
already planning to celebrate Filipino 
Heritage Month in October and will resume 
meetings in August. All interested in joining 
can contact Bethany Tasaka at btasaka@
valleycollege.edu. 

SNAPSHOTS

SBVC COMMUNITY 
CELEBRATES
ASIAN-PACIFIC 
ISLANDER HERITAGE

OUTREACH
DISTRIBUTES OVER
1,000 BACKPACKS
TO COMMUNITY

FYE HELPS BRIDGE 
THE GAP FOR
INCOMING VBC
STUDENTS
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EVENTS
For more campus events, visit calendar.valleycollege.edu

Convocation Week
August 9-12
www.valleycollege.edu/convocation 

Blue  dances in front of the 
crowd on the Football Field 

at SummerFest 2022.

First Day of Fall Classes
August 15

https://calendar.valleycollege.edu/cal/main/showEventList.rdo


FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

701 South Mount Vernon Avenue, San Bernardino, CA 92410

STUDENT
SPOTLIGHT
At San Bernardino Valley College, Nancy Aljounira has found the freedom to create films on her own 
terms.

The Highland resident enrolled at SBVC in Spring 2021, intending to complete the transfer requirements 
as a computer science major with foreign coursework. When she discovered that her coursework was not 
accredited by the universities she applied to, Aljouni followed her heart.

“This meant that I had to start over, and in turn, I decided to study for what I truly wanted to do — 
filmmaking,” she said.

She contacted Prof. Lucas Cuny to learn more about the 
Film, Television, and Media Department, and found that 
it “fit exactly what I was looking for: an interdisciplinary 
film program that balances practice and theory.” 

Aljouni has always been fascinated by filmmaking, and 
at 12 years old, began dreaming of becoming a director. 
“Growing up in Syria, I never had the opportunity or the 
means to follow this dream,” she said. “When I enrolled 
in SBVC’s FTVM Department, I was provided with all the 
tools and educational resources that I never had access 
to, and in turn, this allowed me to build my skills and 
take the first steps toward achieving my dream.”

She participated in her first-ever film contest, the 48 
Hour Film Project, and her work took home the Best 
Acting award and honorable mention as an audience 
favorite. 

“I was overwhelmed by the FTVM department’s support that sponsored my team and allowed us access to 
all the equipment necessary,” Aljouni said. “I got to work with peers who have become friends and meet 
fellow filmmakers at the screening events. Overall, it was an experience that made me feel lucky to be part 
of the program.”

Aljouni has been accepted into UCLA, and is still waiting to hear from the other universities she applied 
to before making a final decision. She is especially interested in taking courses about experimental film, 
“which will help me better navigate unconventional approaches in filmmaking,” she said. “Once I’m finished, 
I plan to pursue graduate studies and career opportunities in film directing and screenwriting.”

https://www.instagram.com/sbvalleycollege/
https://www.facebook.com/SBValleyCollege/
https://twitter.com/sbvalleycollege
https://www.snapchat.com/add/sbvalleycollege
https://www.youtube.com/c/SanBernardinoValleyCollegeOfficial
https://discord.com/channels/821432070047137813/821432070047137816
https://www.linkedin.com/school/san-bernardino-valley-college/mycompany/
https://www.tiktok.com/@sbvalleycollege?

