Distance Education Committee MINUTES
September 3, 2026; 3:00 to 5:00 pm
Committee Charge: The Distance Education Committee advises the Vice President of Instruction regarding all modalities of Distance Education offered at the College and identifies methods of access, resources, and support systems that create an inclusive and equitable learning environment and eliminate barriers for all students. The committee functions as a visionary body, as a conduit for information between faculty, administration and students, and as a technology advisory on matters related to distance education. (9/20/2024)
Committee Members
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☐Allen, Tammy 
☒Assumma, Michael 
☐ Banuelos, Elizabeth 
☒ Burnham, Lorrie (Co-Chair)
☒ Burns-Peters, Davena (Faculty Chair)
☒ Ghazaleh, Rema 
☒ Heibel, Todd 
☐ Kappattil, Reshmi 
☒ Lechuga, Thomas 
☒ Lyons, Kevin 
☐ Lopez, Maria 
☒ Moore, Sandra 
☒ Nelson, Brandy 
☒ Parker, Garry 
☒ Pave, Adam 
☐ Pelayo, Edgar 
☒ Peterkin, Natalie 
☒ Shelly, Mahpar 
☒ Slusser, Michael 
☒ Wei-Chung, Wang 


Agenda Item A: Call to Order and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 3:07 PM by Chair Davena Burns-Peters and Co-Chair Lorrie Burnham. Committee members and guests introduced themselves.
Agenda Item B: Agenda Approval and Minutes
Motion: Michael Assumma. Second: Wei-Chung Wang.
The agenda and prior meeting minutes were presented for approval. The motion was approved with 3 votes in favor and 10 abstentions.
Agenda Item C: Follow-Up Tracker/Review
The committee discussed RSI training requirements versus recommendations and whether RSI training requirements should be incorporated into evaluation. The committee also discussed future RSI requirements and training.
Agenda Item D: Action Items
D1 – Voting Members: The committee reviewed voting and alternative voting members for the Fall 2026 semester.
Academic Services, Business & Computer Technology - Michael Assumma 
Health Science - Reshmi Ghazaleh
Career Technical Education - Garry Parker – Alternate Edgar Pelayo
Arts & Humanities - Kevin Lyons – Alternate Natalie Peterkin
Counseling & Student Development - Rema Ghazaleh – Alternate Elizabeth Banuelos
Science & Mathematics – Thomas Lechuga – Alternate Todd Hiebel
Social Science Wei-Chung Wang – Alternate Adam Pave
Agenda Item E: Information Items
E1 – Distance Education Committee Onboarding
The committee reviewed the Distance Education Committee charge.
Meeting Structure and Shared Governance: The committee discussed meeting structure, Brown Act requirements, and the importance of shared governance. Discussion also addressed equity, opportunity, and achievement gaps in face-to-face and online classes.
Policies and Procedures: The committee discussed the role of policies and procedures in the committee's work.
Curriculum: Davena is overseeing curriculum addendums and provided a recent update.
The CVC: The committee discussed the California Virtual College (CVC), including its fully online campus, its move toward specific work training and industry-specific programs, and its development as a consortium. CVC meets as a consortium, with information to be shared from the consortium.
Articulation: Lorrie shared that the articulation officer indicated Mathematics will begin requiring an in-person exam. The specific requirements associated with “in-person” have not yet been determined.
Agenda Item F: Discussion Items
F.1 – RSI Training and Strategies
The committee discussed RSI training, including training requirements and strategies for Fall 2026. Todd asked about RSI training at Crafton Hills College. Davena explained that the training is not reciprocal because the deliverables are different; however, DE Level 1 remains the same. There was additional conversation about accessibility.
F.2 – Strategic Planning
DE Website Updates: Updates will be made to the website, including the self-evaluation rubric. The committee also discussed committee involvement in the newsletter.
Supporting Student Preparation for Online Learning: The committee discussed ways to support students, including limited online tutoring. A Week 0 module was recommended to provide students with an orientation to take online classes. The committee discussed creating a template for the Week 0 module, and the district is creating a Week 0 module for Canvas shell.
Going Beyond DE Level 1 and RSI: The committee discussed the course design rubric and its use in Level 1 training. The training will need to be broken down using the rubric as a guide. Quality badging will use the previous rubric until 2027. The course design rubric can be implemented immediately and incorporates universal design and accessibility.
Additional Discussion: Garry asked about students in other states who may be interested in the bachelor’s program. Davena shared information about SARA membership, which allows students to participate from other states. Garry also asked about ACUE. Davena shared that she is no longer in partnership with ACUE, while noting that it provides valuable teaching training.
F.3 – Review and Update of Trainings
The committee discussed DE Level 1 training and related training updates. Davena will share updates regarding CVC, DECO, and DECCO. A link will be made available for DECO to listen in, although DECO participants will not have voting rights.
G. Committee Reports; Constituent / Other
G.1 – CVC: Updates will be shared with the committee.
G.2 – DECO: Updates will be shared with the committee; a link will be made available for DECO to listen in, without voting rights.
G.3 – DECCO: Updates will be shared as available.
G.4 – Academic Senate: Committee matters related to shared governance and Academic Senate coordination were discussed.
H. Future Agenda Items & Committee Business
Committee business included membership, volunteers, newsletter, and computer support.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM.
Next Meeting & Future Dates
September 17, 2026, at 3:00 PM. 
October 1, October 15, November 5, November 19, December 3, and December 17, 2026.
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