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MINUTES - DRAFT
Date: September 16, 2026 | Location: Business 100 (B-100) | Time: 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Academic Senate Website: https://www.valleycollege.edu/about-sbvc/campus-committees/academic-senate/

Title 5 § 53200 (b): Academic Senate means an organization whose primary function is to make recommendations with respect to academic and professional matters. In Sections 53200 (c), "Academic and professional matters" mean the following policy development and implementation matters:
1. Curriculum including establishing prerequisites and placing courses within disciplines
2. Degree and certificate requirements
3. Grading policies
4. Educational program development
5. Standards or policies regarding student preparation and success
6. District and college governance structures, as related to faculty roles
7. Faculty roles and involvement in accreditation processes, including self-study and annual reports
8. Policies for faculty professional development activities
9. Processes for program review
10. Processes for institutional planning and budget development
11. Other academic and professional matters as are mutually agreed upon between the governing board and the academic senate

1.0 OPENING ITEMS
1.1 Call to Order | Roll Call (sign-in)
Minutes: President Vasquez called the meeting to order. Roll was taken via nameplates rather than a sign-in sheet.
1.2 Public Comments
Reserved for Guests only and limited to 10-minute total time limit, 3-minute max per person. Refers to the opportunity for members of the public to speak on both agenda and non-agenda items.
Minutes: No public comments were made.
2.0 ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Minutes: President Vasquez requested a motion to adopt the agenda with the removal of Item 6.3 (College Procedure | Evaluation of Proposed Grade Appeal Materials), noting further discussion is needed between CTA and the Academic Senate before that item comes forward; it will return on a future agenda.
A motion was made and seconded to adopt the agenda as presented. Motion passed. Teller report is attached. Motion passed. Teller report attached.
3.0 CONSENT AGENDA
Grouped items for unanimous approval or endorsement without discussion. Any item can be pulled from unanimous consent. In the case an item is pulled, it will be individually considered later in the meeting under “Action Items.” 
3.1 Meeting Minutes | 2 Sep 2026 [Attachment]
Any senator may advise the secretary of minor corrections (e.g., typos, tense, name spelling) without pulling the item; the consent item stands approved with corrections incorporated.
3.2 Ratification of Faculty Appointments 
Representatives who have been requested to serve on a District/Campus committee function and other Academic Senate positions:
3.2.1 College Council, Academic Year 2026-2027 
Debbie Orozco, Non-instructional Faculty
3.3 Educational Policies and Procedures Subcommittee | 10+1 BP&AP Policy Recommendations
3.3.1 None
Minutes: The Vice President reviewed the nameplate procedure (pick up on arrival, return at departure, correct name/division/preferred name as needed) before the consent items were taken up.
A motion was made and seconded to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed. Teller report is attached.
4.0 PRESIDENTS’ REPORTS
4.1 President’s Verbal & Written Report | Tatiana Vásquez 
Minutes: President Vasquez reported on: the new water technology baccalaureate degree, and related upcoming Title 5, BP, and AP language conversations; the baccalaureate-related Assembly Bill the ASCCC withdrew support for after it was amended (also affecting CSU/community college competition dynamics — CSUs have since moved to support it; a decision is expected around September 30); her first Chancellor's Cabinet meeting of the year and the district's HR Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Advisory Committee's proposed three-subgroup structure, which she asked to table pending clarification on how parent-committee and subcommittee appointments/membership should relate to one another; an update relayed by Anthony Blacksher and Gary Parker (who attended that committee in her place) that the group is working on HR-related mechanisms including cross-district professional development, which she will connect with the Faculty Learning & Innovation Committee; a College Council update on the program review resource/needs requests and faculty hiring prioritization, on which the officers (Amy, Jamie, and Tatiana) have been advocating, with more detail expected at the next College Council meeting; and a new Academic Senate SharePoint document hub she is building (based on Bethany's earlier site) intended as long-term record-keeping for the Senate, its subcommittees, and task forces across leadership transitions.
In discussion, a question was asked about aligning BP/AP 4100 language with the new baccalaureate/community-college-baccalaureate framework; President Vásquez explained the Educational Policies and Procedures Subcommittee will work on that language with input from Articulation Officer Janice Wilkins and the Curriculum Committee, coordinating with Crafton Hills, and gave background on the underlying AB debate (ASCCC's concern about duplicating CSU/UC degrees versus serving community need, and the state's eligibility metrics for which colleges may offer a baccalaureate).
4.2 College President’s Report |Dr. Gilbert Contreras
Minutes: Dr. Gilbert Contreras welcomed Dr. Adela Sancaro to Valley College and previewed her upcoming AI update. He recognized Hispanic Heritage Month programming coordinated by Student Life, LFSAA, and the College Committee, noting cultural programming is transitioning from the affinity groups to the College as additional multicultural center staffing comes online for 27-28, with the affinity groups continuing to support programming in the meantime. He reported that College Council discussed faculty position prioritization criteria/rationale, with specific recruitments to be presented at the next College Council meeting (noting several counseling positions carried over from last year); upcoming College Council meetings will also include committees (starting with Facility Safety & Training) presenting their charge and deliverables. He closed by noting strong campus energy and record enrollment, and thanked faculty for their work.
5.0 ACTION ITEMS
5.1 If pulled from Consent Agenda | - none
5.2 Accreditation Committee | 2nd Read | Institutional Self-Evaluation Report in Support of an Application for Reaffirmation of Accreditation - Presenter: Jeremiah Gilbert
Minutes: Jeremiah Gilbert presented the ISER for a second read/action. The only substantive change since the last version is a new footnote on Table 2 (page 5) clarifying a modality calculation question raised previously (the figure reflects modality at the student level — e.g., a student taking any online class among their course load — rather than a straight percentage of sections offered); he confirmed the document still follows ACCJC's required template despite recent standards-language updates. It has now gone through first reads at College Council and Classified Senate.
 Discussion: a senator asked whether approval today still allows for revisions; Gilbert confirmed minor fixes (broken links, updated catalog PDFs, added evidence) can continue up to the Board's second read in November, though no substantive language changes are anticipated. Another senator asked whether the modality data could be broken down by factors like employment status or preference for synchronous/asynchronous learning; Gilbert noted the introduction section is a general overview (with ethnicity/age breakdowns elsewhere), and that this section's figures are specific to SBVC.  
A motion was made and seconded to endorse the ISER. Motion passed. Teller report attached.
5.3 Resolution | 2nd Read | FA26.01 Resolution for the Overhaul of Academic Senate Constitution and Bylaws - Presenter: Tatiana Vasquez 
Minutes: President Vasquez presented proposed edits to FA26.01 using ASCCC resolution guidance: striking “executive board” in favor of “officers” (the term used in the bylaws), with corresponding language adjustments. She read the resolved clauses: forming a Constitution and Bylaws Task Force to research, review, and comprehensively update the constitution and bylaws; the Task Force to be an Academic Senate subcommittee assignment chaired by the Vice President; and the Task Force to provide monthly updates to the Senate with deliverables before the last meeting of the academic year.
Discussion: a senator asked whether a completion timeline should be added beyond “before the last meeting of the academic year”; President Vasquez agreed the language could be tightened. Another senator asked whether the Task Force's size should be specified; President Vasquez suggested a working minimum of five to six volunteer members (drawn from existing subcommittee-eligible senators) but noted the exact size would be brought back to the Senate for decision, and confirmed the Task Force is an additional, temporary body (not a replacement subcommittee) that would need Senate approval to extend beyond its charge. No abstentions; ayes carried; no noes. 
A motion to support the resolution FA26.01was made and seconded. Motion passed. Teller report attached.
5.4 Resolution | 2nd Read | FA26.02 Resolution to Temporarily Suspend the Academic Senate Executive Committee Pending Comprehensive Bylaws Review - Presenter: Tatiana Vasquez 
Minutes: President Vasquez presented the same “executive board” → “officers” edit to FA26.02, plus added Title 5 citations supporting the governing-board-recommendation clause and renumbering of the resolved clauses. She read the resolved clauses: temporarily suspending the Executive Committee while the Constitution and Bylaws Task Force completes its charge and deliverables; affirming the President may consult with the officers (Vice President and Secretary) in preparing the agenda on participatory-governance priorities requiring Senate discussion, deliberation, and recommendation, with agenda-setting authority remaining with the President; and reaffirming that 10+1 academic and professional matters be brought to the Senate for evaluation, discussion, and action.
Discussion on that motion: a senator asked whether the resolution should explicitly state the Executive Committee will re-form once the Bylaws Task Force finishes; President Vasquez clarified this is implied — the Task Force's review will determine whether/what an Executive Committee should look like, to be decided by the Senate. Another senator asked whether it made sense to hold FA26.02 given its relationship to FA26.01; President Vasquez clarified the two are independent, since FA26.02 concerns only the Executive Committee's suspension. 
A motion to hold the vote for FA26.02 until the next meeting was made and seconded. Motion passed. Teller report attached.
5.5 Senate Goals for Academic Year 26-27 - Presenter: Amy Avelar
Minutes: Amy Avelar presented the Senate's proposed AY26-27 goals (previously shared with some revisions incorporated): (1) 10+1 Review and Compliance — monitor and reaffirm that all Title 5 10+1 decisions receive Senate review before implementation; (2) Governance Documents Modernization — update bylaws, constitution, and operating procedures to reflect current practice and close procedural gaps; (3) Faculty Leadership Empowerment and Succession Planning — build a pipeline of trained faculty leaders; and (4) Advocate for Institutional Planning Integration — embed faculty expertise (including learning communities and program-level initiatives) into campus-wide and district strategic planning while plans are still being developed.
A motion to support the goals with replacing campus to college was moved and seconded. Motion passed. Teller report attached.
6.0 DISCUSSION ITEMS
6.1 Collegial Consultation | Our Collegial Consultation and Meeting the Title 5 Standard - Presenter: Tatiana Vasquez 
Minutes: President Vasquez presented a framing document on Title 5's role in the Senate's work: Title 5 §53200 establishing the Senate's 10+1 authority; §53203(c)'s specific definition of “consult collegially” and its two models (the governing board relying primarily on Senate advice and judgment, versus mutual agreement) — noting local policy (BP 2510) does not yet specify which model applies to each of the 10+1 areas, a gap she has raised with the Chancellor; §53203(f) establishing that faculty committee appointments are made by the Academic Senate after consultation with the CEO, reinforced by a Chancellor's Office legal opinion that any group (work group, subcommittee, or committee) affecting academic and professional matters requires Senate appointment; and the broader Ed Code participatory-governance framework covering faculty, classified professionals, students, and management. She noted Title 5, Ed Code, and accreditation together guide the Senate's work, and shared a one-page reference handout for senators to use with colleagues. This was a discussion/informational item; no motion was made.
6.2 Program Review Committee | Program Review Co-Chairs Seeking Senate Direction on ASPIRE (6-yr process) - Presenters: Dani Pearson and Bethany Tasaka 
Minutes: Program Review Co-Chairs Dani Pearson and Bethany Tasaka gave an overview of the ASPIRE program review process (a six-year cycle: Year 1 overview, Year 2 DEIA, Year 3 demand/currency, and Year 4 — the current year — productivity and growth), noting the committee voted to pause entering Year 4 this fall in order to recalibrate the committee and process under the college's new governance structure. They explained the committee's scope has narrowed to “academic programs” (with some boundary cases like counseling still being clarified with President Vásquez), and asked the Senate and divisions for feedback on: what is and isn't working in the current process, what additional data support is needed from the Research Office (especially for measuring productivity and growth), challenges with the Meta reporting platform, and whether the six-year cycle and level of detail still make sense going forward (noting CTE programs are on a separate, state-required two-year cycle). They shared a State Academic Senate guidance document on local program review practices (recommending a local timeline/accountability mechanism, integration with governance committees, and coverage of instructional, student services, and administrative services). This was a discussion item with no motion; senators were asked to gather feedback from their divisions and bring it back to the Program Review Committee and a future Senate meeting.
6.3 College Procedure| Evaluation of Proposed Grade Appeal Materials - Presenters: Ray Carlos, Ed.D., Dean Student Engagement & Wellness and Chelsea Seely, Director of Admissions & Records
Minutes: This item was removed from today's agenda by the motion adopting the agenda (see Item 2.0); it was not presented or discussed at this meeting and is expected to return to a future agenda following further discussion between CTA and the Academic Senate.
7.0 INFORMATION ITEMS
7.1 District | AI Perspectives Survey Results by Hanover Research for SBCCD & AI Workgroup Update - Presenter: Nohemy Ornelas, Ed.D., Vice Chancellor of Educational & Student Support Services
Minutes: The Vice Chancellor of Educational & Student Support Services gave background on the district/college AI Work Group (formed spring 2025) and the policy drafting process, which surfaced recurring themes: establishing clear AI-use guidelines, upholding academic integrity, incorporating AI literacy into curriculum, security/privacy protocols, and the need for ongoing, well-targeted training. She described the Hanover Research AI Perspectives survey conducted with SBCCD (235 respondents: 188 students, 47 faculty/staff), whose findings echoed the need for clearer policy, guidelines, and training, and whose recommendations included developing AI guardrails, favoring familiar tools to lower barriers, and piloting targeted AI use cases before broader rollout. She announced the district's AI policy was approved by the Board in August and is now posted publicly; next steps include an AI Work Group meeting the following day to review the survey in depth, a possible joint look at a parallel Crafton Hills AI survey and building a Canvas shell as a central resource hub. Discussion: a senator emphasized that AI touches core 10+1 areas (curriculum, professional development) and urged that formal collegial consultation and Senate appointments to the district-level AI group be solidified and flagged a disconnect between Hanover's recommendation to use ChatGPT and the Chancellor's Office's existing systemwide agreement providing Gemini at no cost, asking that the two be reconciled. This was an informational item; no motion was made.
8.0 FLOOR ITEMS
(10-minute total time limit, 3-minute max per senator)
Reserved to raise concerns within the Academic Senate scope. The Senate will hear your concerns/questions but may not respond. If requested, the concern can be included on a future agenda.
Minutes: Floor items raised: a senator reiterated that agenda items affecting 10+1 areas should be brought to the Senate by constituents and routed through the officers rather than screened by outside bodies; a reminder that the Elections Subcommittee will meet the following Wednesday to begin its process; a senator raised concern about charging students for parking given insufficient parking availability (causing tardiness to class), noting faculty do not pay for parking, and asked how this could be addressed — requested as a future agenda item; and a senator raised concern about new login/security verification steps rolling out campus-wide partway into the semester, questioning what information is being requested and why, and characterizing it as a possible Senate/Union gray area — also requested as a future agenda item.
9.0 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
Academic Senate agenda items can be requested by any person (faculty, staff, administration, students, community members, public, etc.). To request a future agenda item, you can visit the Academic Senate website and complete the online form or send an email to tvasquez@sbccd.edu. This list is neither exhaustive nor in order of appearance
· ERP/SAS/Colleague Progress Update & Information Seek
· New BP/AP PPAC roll-out | 10+1 areas for revisions
· Dual Enrollment TBD
· Honors TBD
· SBVC Enrollment Management
· Program Review, ASPIRE direction
10.0 SUBCOMMITTEE, COMMITTEE, & TASK FORCE REPORTS
10.1 Educational Policy and Procedures Subcommittee | Chair: Lisa Henkle – REPORT
Minutes: Chair Lisa Henkle reported a new subcommittee process: policies will be sent out for feedback by the third Thursday, reviewed by the subcommittee ahead of the following Wednesday, and most will come to the Senate as consent agenda items (still pullable for full discussion as needed) rather than requiring full Senate review of every policy; the subcommittee's first policy is ready to move forward. In response to a question on ensuring collegial consultation with the district on BPs/APs, President Vásquez noted she has raised the Title 5 “consult collegially” language directly with Chancellor Rodriguez in their one-on-one meetings and will continue advocating for it.
10.2 Elections Subcommittee | Co-Chairs: Carol Damgen & Maria Notarangelo – No report
10.3 Personnel Policy Subcommittee | Chair: Matt Robles – No report
10.4 Curriculum Committee | Chair: Melita Caldwell-Betties – No report
10.5 Distance Education Committee | Chair: Davena Burns-Peters – No report
10.6 Faculty Learning & Innovation Committee | Chair: Andrea Hecht – No report
10.7 Program Review Committee | Co-Chairs: Dani Graham & Bethany Tasaka – No report
10.8 Artificial Intelligence Task Force | Chair Jessy Lemieux – No report
10.9 Dual Enrollment Task Force | Chair: Denise Knight – No report
10.10 Honors Task Force | Chair: Carol Damgen – No report
11.0 ADDITIONAL REPORTS
11.1 Vice President Academic Senate | Amy Avelar – REPORT
Minutes: Vice President Amy Avelar made two reports. First, on nameplates: senators pick them up on arrival and return them on departure so attendance can be timestamped; she asked everyone to verify their name, preferred name, and division are correct before the plates are finalized (term noted as 2026-2028). Second, as the Senate's assigned representative to the Academic Calendar Subcommittee, she reported the 2027-28 academic calendar is nearly finalized with no major changes expected; she distinguished the “academic” calendar from the “non-academic” (all-staff) calendar and flagged a need for clearer definitions of instructional versus non-instructional workdays/in-service days; noted a new Academic Calendar work group is forming with non-instructional faculty representation; and fielded a question on 4/10 compressed-schedule decisions, which are driven largely by CSEA/CSCA agreements at the district and college level, with more information to come. She also noted the October 7 meeting location may move from B-100 to Arch 144 if the gym is in use, though remaining meetings are otherwise planned for B-100 until a permanent Senate room is secured.
11.2 Secretary Academic Senate | Jamie Salyer – No report
11.3 SBCCD-CTA | President Denise Knight – No report
11.4 Classified Senate Liaison | NA – No report
11.5 Student Government/Student Senate Liaison | NA– No report
11.6 Chair of Chairs | Jessy Lemieux – No report 
11.7 College Council | Vice President Amy Avelar – No report
11.8 Chancellor’s Council | President Tatiana Vásquez – No report
12.0 ADJOURNMENT
Minutes: Motion “Motion to adjourn the meeting”: moved by Joseph Notarangelo, seconded by Pedro Gonzalez. Motion passed; meeting adjourned.
NEXT MEETING: 
DATE: Wednesday October 7 2026
TIME: 3:00-4:30pm
LOCATION: B-100
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	President, Tatiana Vasquez
	Vice President, *Amy Avelar
	Secretary, *Jamie Salyer


 
Senators 
	Division
	Name

	Academic Services, Business, Computer Technology & Hospitality
	Sam Addington

	Arts & Humanities
	Amy Mills

	Arts & Humanities
	Carol Damgen

	Arts & Humanities
	Edward Shea

	Arts & Humanities
	Joanna Clevenger

	Arts & Humanities
	Joe Notarangelo

	Arts & Humanities
	Keith Beshwate

	Arts & Humanities
	Timothy Colbert

	Career Technical Education
	Francisco Gonzalez

	Career Technical Education
	Melita Caldwell-Betties

	Counseling & Student Development
	Botra Moeung

	Counseling & Student Development
	Daniele Smith

	Counseling & Student Development
	Debbie Orozco

	Counseling & Student Development
	Jamie Salyer

	Counseling & Student Development
	Keynasia Buffong

	Counseling & Student Development
	Pedro Gonzalez
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	Anita Arnold

	Health Science
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	Maria Notarangelo
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	John Banola

	Science & Mathematics
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	Denise Knight
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	Irene Sanchez
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	Kellie Barnett

	Social Science & Human Development
	Lisa Henkle

	Social Science & Human Development
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Liaisons | Faculty Leads: 
� Articulation Officer, Janice Wilkins
� Curriculum, *Melita Caldwell-Betties 
� Distance Education, Davena Burns-Peters
� ZTC/OER, Norma Durian
� Noncredit, Maria Lopez
� IDEAA, Brandi Major
� Program Review, *Bethany Tasaka
� Program Review, Danielle Graham
� Did I miss someone? 
 
*Also serving as Senator of corresponding division. 
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