SP26 Conferring Professor Emeritus for Thomas Berry

Whereas, San Bernardino Valley College expresses deep gratitude to Thomas Berry for his steadfast dedication to students and notable contributions the campus community, and; 

Whereas, Thomas Berry embodied lifelong learning earning an MFA in Theater education and pursued his passion for teaching at San Bernardino Valley College, beginning as an adjunct faculty member in 2002 and becoming a full-time Communication Studies faculty member in 2021; and during his tenure, Thomas served in numerous leadership roles, including Academic Senate Secretary and member of the Academic Senate Executive Committee, Senator and Academic Senate Elections Committee Co-Chair, Outcomes Faculty Lead, ZTC/OER Faculty Lead, and Curriculum Chair, leaving an enduring mark on students and colleagues alike; and

Whereas, his contributions extended beyond San Bernardino Valley College and contributing to transformational change, serving as OERI Liaison, member of the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges Curriculum Committee, faculty appointee for Common Course Numbering, and member of the CCMS Committee helping shape lasting progress for faculty and students throughout the state; and

Whereas, AP 7210 Academic Employees (Academic Rank) authorizes the conferral of Professor Emeritus status to retiring faculty with a minimum of 10 years of service upon favorable recommendation by the Committee on Academic Rank and approval by the Academic Senate; and the advancement in academic rank recognizes exceptional service to the college and promotes a culture of dedication to the college community;

Resolved, that the Academic Senate of San Bernardino Valley College waive the retirement requirement to grant Professor Emeritus status to Thomas Berry in recognition of his outstanding contributions, distinguished service, and lasting impact on San Bernardino Valley College and the California Community College System.
